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ProPublica was founded in late 2007 as an independent, non-profit newsroom
with a mission to produce investigative journalism in the public interest. We
opened our doors in January 2008, and began publishing that June.

In 2010—just our second full year of operation—ProPublica became the first
online news organization to be awarded a Pulitzer Prize. In 2011, ProPublica was
awarded its second Pulitzer—the first such Prize ever for articles not published
in print. In 2013, ProPublica won a Peabody Award, the highest honor in broadcast
journalism.

In the best traditions of American journalism in the public interest, our goal is to
stimulate positive change, uncovering unsavory practices and abuses of power in
order to prod reform.

Our stories are written and published in an entirely non-partisan and non-
ideological manner, adhering to the strictest standards of journalistic impartiality.

The Mission

To expose abuses of power and betrayals of the public trust by

government, business, and other institutions, using the moral force

of investigative journalism to spur reform through the sustained

spotlighting of wrongdoing.




ProPublica was founded by Paul Steiger, the former managing editor of The Wall
Street Journal. It is now led by Stephen Engelberg, a former managing editor of
The Oregonian, Portland, Oregon and former investigative editor of The New York
Times, and Richard Tofel, the former assistant publisher of The Wall Street Journal.

ProPublica is a non-profit, in business to spur reform—to change minds rather than
to maximize page views. Our readers rely on us, open our emails, come back to our
site, because we tell the truth—and make a difference.

Here are just a few examples of the sort of impact ProPublica reporting had in 2013
alone:

o ProPublica reporting, initially published in partnership with the Washington
Post and later with NPR, revealed vast shortcomings in the oversight of the
federal government’s prescription drug benefit program, Medicare Part D. In
the wake of this reporting, meaningful reform seems underway. An Inspector
General report mirrored ProPublica’s findings, and the Center for Medicare
and Medicaid Services (CMS) pledged to step up oversight of doctors with
questionable prescribing patterns. The director of Medicare told a Senate hear-
ing that CMS would also require that all Medicare prescribers be enrolled in
the program, verifying their credentials and disclosing possible disciplinary
problems. CMS also pledged to ramp up enforcement actions and to begin
sharing information about suspect pharmacies and doctors with private insur-
ance plans.

o Our reporting, in partnership with the New York Times and the Guardian, on
efforts by the NSA and Britain's GCHQ to undermine encryption on the Inter-
net, published in September, is already having important impact. The National
Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) has “strongly” recommended
against the use of one of its own standards, and launched a formal review its own
standards development efforts. Developers, from Silent Circle to various cus-
tomers of RSA Security, meanwhile, had indicated they were moving away from
those standards. Google has intensified and accelerated efforts to more securely
encrypt Gmail, and Twitter and Microsoft are taking similar steps for their own
services. And President Obama’s task force on reforming the NSA urged that
efforts to undermine encryption cease and recommended splitting the code-
making unit from agency and transferring it to the Department of Defense.

o In December 2013, pressed by efforts such as ProPublica’s Dollars for Docs,
GlaxoSmithKline became the first major pharmaceutical company to end the
practice of paying doctors to promote the prescribing of drugs.


http://www.propublica.org/about/leadership#steiger
http://www.propublica.org/about/staff#engelberg
http://www.propublica.org/about/staff#tofel

Prizes and Awards

Pulitzer Prize for national reporting, 2011

Pulitzer Prize for investigative reporting, 2010
and finalist for Pulitzer Prize for public service, 2010

Peabody Award, 2013
National Magazine Award for reporting, 2010

George Polk Award for television reporting, 2011 (with Frontline)
and for radio reporting, 2011 (with NPR)
and for environmental reporting, 2010

Online Journalism Award for general excellence, 2009, 2012, 2014
and for innovative investigative journalism, 2010, 2011, 2013, 2014

Barlett & Steele Gold Award for investigative business journalism, 2014
American Society of News Editors Batten Medal, 2011

L.E. Stone Medal for Journalistic Independence, 2011

Selden Ring Award for investigative reporting, 2010

Overseas Press Club online journalism awards, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013

Scripps Howard National Journalism Award in Business and Economics
Reporting, 2012

Emmy award nominations for outstanding investigative journalism, 2011, 2012
new approaches to news and documentary programming, 2011, 2012
outstanding business and economic reporting, 2011, 2013

Finalist for Goldsmith Prize for investigative reporting, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012

Livingston Award for Young Journalists, 2012




Our Audience

Significant

Unique monthly visitors 812,000+ (Q3,2014)
Monthly page views 1,810,000+ (Q3,2014)

Daily email newsletter 70,000+ (Q3,2014)

Influential

82% college graduates, 47% with graduate degree
One in every 12 a journalist; one in every 25 a government official
Median household income $75,000; 28% above $100,000

Median household net worth $100,000++; 32% above $500,000

Other demos

67% consider web their primary source of national news
Male 60%, Female 40%

Median age 55+

Sources: Google Analytics; ProPublica reader survey, October 2013 (2200+ respondents)




Sponsorship Opportunities

Daily email, 70,000 subscribers $3000 per week, exclusively
Data pages (news applications) $1000 per database per month
Series pages $1000 per page per month
“Our Investigations” page $1000 per month

Advertising is also available on the home page and all story pages of ProPublica.org




Daily Email Sponsorship

ProPublica sends an email with links to its freshest stories each working day

(and more often if necessary). Recipients have each signed up for this newsletter,
and the list has grown entirely organically (never as a result of advertising or list
acquisition). At present, more than 70,000 people receive ProPublica’s daily email,
and open rates average 18.5%, with click-throughs averaging 2.9%. The email can be
sponsored exclusively one week at a time.
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, Ponying Up: How Much Have Big Banks
Been Docked for the Financial Crisis? '
i By Cora Currier | @coracurrier Safeguard the
ublic interest.
Share: [k&] Twit | A B
Support ProPublica’s
We pull together a chart of notable sattlements reachad award-winning investigative
between big banks and the government —namely, the journalism.

SEC and tha Department of Justice—ower charges

sterming from the financial erisis. DONATE

@& Forward to a Friend

Sponsored by [Logo]

Law School Clinic for Pardons Planned
by Dafna Linzer | @dafnalinzer

Share: &) Twitter | (B

Spurred by findings in a ProPublica investigation,
formar Maryland Gowv. Robert L. Ehrlich pushes for a
program to address inequities in the pardons process.

This story was co-published with The Washington
Post.

More coverage: Presidential Pardons: Shades of Mercy

#MuckReads

Reader-recommended collection of watchdog reporting elsewhere. Submit
stories via Twitter using the hashtag #viuckReads or e-mail
muckreads@@propublica.org.

Investment—weekly $3000



Data Page Sponsorship

ProPublica has become renowned for its cutting-edge data and news applications,
which are a valued resource for both readers and other news organizations, and are
searchable on such key dimensions as local zip codes. A significant and growing
proportion of ProPublica’s traffic is to the data pages, which tend to rank very
highly on search engines. Each application can be sponsored exclusively a month
at a time.
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The High Costs and Hidden Perils of a Treatment Guaranteed to All

- - - -
Dialysis Facility Tracker Ddted Dec. 22, 2010

By Robin Fields, Al Shaw, and Jennifer LaFleur, ProPublica, Dec. 22, 2010

This siteis for dialysis patients and others who want to learn about the quality of care at individual dialysis clinies. Among other things, you can learn how often
patients treated at a facility have been hospitalized, report certain types of infections or are placed on the transplant list. The information is submitted by facilities and
collected by eontractors of the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services, the federal agency that oversees most dialysis care.

Related story: Dialysis Data, Once Confidential, Shines Light on Clinie Disparities »

Find a facility near you (DAy

Address, ZIP, or facility name within Year End Giving

10 mi As the end of the year approaches, please

consider making a donation to ProPublica. Your
1605 E. 55th St. Chicagp, IL 80815, 77054, or UCLA support will help us continue our critically
important work of publishing investigative
journalism in the public interest.

Our Stories Facilities in Your State | DONATE |

Name Facilities

Alabama 124

Alaska 8l

Arizona 103 | © Get Updates

Arkanaas B4 || Sign up here to be alerted when we update our
Califormnia 484 | dialysis facilities database.

Colorado 58 ||

Investment—monthly $1000 per application

Note that sponsorship for a news application will not be accepted from any participant
in the industry or sector covered by that application.



Series Sponsorship

Each ProPublica series—many of them running for months, some for years—

is separately branded and promoted on its own series landing page, where all
series stories reside. Series pages also often include popular multi-media features
augmenting series content. Each series, and its accompanying story pages, can be
sponsored exclusively a month at a time.
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How the Military Is Failing Its Wounded
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The Story So Far C Brain Injuries Remain

Undiagnosed in

Feature Stories

Brain Injuries Remain
Undiagnosed in Soldiers

Soldiers Face Battle for Care
for Traumatic Brain Injuries

Congress Demands Answers
on Care at Texas Base

-

Thousands of Soldiers
by T. Christian Miller, ProPublica and
Daniel Zwerdling, NPR - June 7

The military medical system is failing
to diagnose brain injuries in tens of
thousands of soldiers who served in
Iraqg and Afghanistan, and many of
them receive little or no treatment for
lingering health problems, an
investigation by ProPublica and NPR

has found. More »

Graphic: Traumatic Brain Injury in Combat:
‘When Blasts Damage the Brain

Leader of Military’s Brain
Injury Program Steps Down

0 updates since last visit

Filter: All

Major Stories Only (2)

Become a Source

American Legion Pushes For Coverage of Treatment

& B Siaes Help journalists around the country by sharing
for Troops With Brain Injuries

Unread Stories Only (23) : Lt !
your stories, insights and experiences. More

by T. Christian Miller, ProPublica, and Daniel Zwerdling, NPR Jan. 5, 6:08 p.m. info »
Author: Citing an investigation by ProPublica and NPR, the nation's largest veterans m
group is demanding that Tricare, the Pentagon's health plan, pay for cognitive
ProPublica (1) rehabilitation therapy In collaberation with Public Insight Network
52 0 comments B

T. Christian Miller (20}

Investment—monthly $1000

Note that sponsorship for a series will not be accepted from any participant in the
industry or sector covered by that series.



Overall Long-form Sponsorship

All of ProPublica’s award-winning series come together on the “Our Investigations”
page, prominently linked from the front page, and showcasing the range of
ProPublica’s investigations. The page can be sponsored exclusively a month at

a time.
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Our Investigations Sponsored by [Logo]

Brain Wars Latest Tools and Data

How the Military Is Failing Its Wounded
Scraping for Journalism: A Guide for Collecting

‘While military statistics show that more than 115,000 soldiers have suffered Data

mild traumatic brain injuries, unpublished research suggests that such injuries

have gone undiagnosed in tens of thousands of troops. Even when the injuries Dialysis Facility Tracker

are diagnosed, atone of the largest U.S. Army bases, soldiers have had to fight

to get the appropriate care. Find Homes With Tainted Drywall

22 Stories in the Series. Latest: : Interactive: Which Banks Got Emergency Loans
American Legion Pushes For Coverage of Treatment for Troops With from the Fed During the Financial Meltdown?

Brain Injuries
by T. Christian Miller, ProPublica, and Daniel Zwerdling, NPR

Daollars for Does
Jan. 5, 6:08 pm.

More »

Buried Secrets
Gas Drilling's Environmental Threat

Recent Documents

Tricare Statement on Cognitive Rehabilitation
Vast deposits of natural gas have brought a drilling boom across much of the
country, but the technique being used, called hydraulie fracturing, is suspected of ar - : Ry
causing hundreds of cases of water contamination. Now environmentalists and o 7 Madical Care North
lawmakers are pushing for closer oversight of the gas industry, which is pushing
back.

America on Oversight

Statement from DaVita on Oversight
82 Stories in the Series. Latest:

Pennsylvania's Drilling Wastewater Released to Streams, Some
Unaccounted For

by Nicholas Kusnetz
ProPublica, Jan. 5, 2:20 p.m.

Federal Inspection Report: BMA-South Annapolis
Federal Inspection Report: Benicia Dialysis

Mare »

Investment—monthly $1000
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What the Frack is in
That Water?

by Lena Groeger
ProPublica, Today, 11:38 a.m.

Environmentalists have
repeatedly asked oil and gas
companies to report what
chemicals they use for fracking.
No one knows the exact makeup
of the mixiure, but this list breaks
down the main ingredients
revealed so far.
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How different are a campaign's emails to different
voters? President Obama's re-election campaign tried
at least six different messages sent on behalf of
campaign deputy manager Julianna Smoot in an email
blast last week.
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The Detention Dilemma

Administration Prepares to Defy Efforts
to Limit Obama’s Options for
Guantanamo

by Dafna Linzer
ProPublica, Jan. 3, 2011, 6:17p.m.

) 5 Comments f_\' Republish | (4] E-mail | (=) Print
Update (4:25 p.m.): This story has been
updated to reflect our latest reporting with
the addition of a third sentence in the
second paragraph.

Obama administration officials say they plan
to reject Congressional efforts to limit the
president's options on Guantanamo, setting
the stage for a confrontation between the
president and the new Congress on an issue
that has been politically divisive since
Inauguration Day.

The Guantanamo provisions, which include limits on where and how prisoners can be
tried, were attached to a spending bill for military pay and benefits approved by
Congress late last year. Some Administration officials are recommending that President
Obama sign the spending bill and then issue a “signing statement” challenging at least
some of the Guantanamo provisions as intrusions on his constitutional authority.
Others have recommended that he express opposition to the Guantanamo sections
without addressing their constitutionality.

Views: 1 The statement, officials said, would likely be released along with
a new executive order that outlined review procedures for some -

B Tweet 0 - but not all -- of the 174 Guantanamo prisoners still held without

charge or trial.

b Buzz up! Obama has used signing statements in the past, but this one
would carry political significance as the first test of his
relationship with a Congress in which the House is firmly in

Multimedia

Republican control.

Officials said the White House is still weighing how to calibrate
the signing statement. A statement rejecting all of the bill's
Guantanamo provisions would almost certainly be viewed as

1 . 1™ 11 1 -
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This article is part of an ongoing investigation:

The Detention Dilemma

The government remains uncertain
what to do with its prisoners at
Guantanamo Bay.
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Latest Stories in this Project

Disclosure of Possible Gitmo Signing Statement
Spurs Debate Inside and Outside Administration

White House Drafts Executive Order for Indefinite
Detention

DOJ's Troubled Case Against Uthman
Key Deletions in the Uthman Trial Court Opinions

Exclusion of Coercion-Tainted Evidence Echoes
Other Gitmo Cases
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Support ProPublica’s award-winning
investigative journalism.
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Advertising Acceptability Policy

ProPublica began accepting advertising, and offering sponsorships of its emails,
in 2011.

In connection with these moves, we have developed the following advertising
acceptability guidelines.

First, ProPublica reserves the right to accept or decline any advertisement or
sponsorship it is offered.

ProPublica will decline to accept advertising that it knows or believes to be
misleading, inaccurate, fraudulent or illegal, or that fails to comply, in ProPublica’s
sole discretion, with its standards of decency, taste or dignity.

ProPublica, like all quality publishers of original journalism, maintains a clear
separation between news and advertising content. Advertising that attempts to blur
this distinction in a manner that, in ProPublica’s sole judgment, confuses readers
will be rejected.

Contact

Richard J. Tofel

President

ProPublica

55 Broadway, 23rd floor
New York, NY 10006
917-512-0250
dick.tofel@propublica.org
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