
What is data journalism?



This is data journalism
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And even this





Is this new?



“It can also be said that 
Wells was among the first 
data reporters, as she 
kept meticulous records 
on the numbers of 
lynchings, where they 
were occurring and why.”

– Ida B. Wells Society for 
Investigative Reporting

Ida B. Wells
1862-1931



“Du Bois and his team 
had a set of questions, 
and they knew they 
needed to use different 
tools and different 
methods in order to 
represent the data and to 
grapple with those 
questions”

– Britt Rusert

W.E.B. 
Du Bois
1868-1963



     

 

What do they have in common?



“A better solution is to push journalism toward science, 
incorporating both the powerful data gathering and 
analysis tools of science and its disciplined search for 
verifiable truth.”

— Philip Meyer, Precision Journalism, 1973



“Now, the fear of numbers marks a reporter as one who 
can only do part of the job.”

— Sarah Cohen, Numbers in the Newsroom, 2014



“Numbers, less scary than bees.”

— Ryann Jones, ProPublica Summer Data Institute, 2016


